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Laws & Policies
Protecting LGBTQ+ Youth

in Systems of Care

Foster youth have a right not to be subjected to discrimination and harassment on the basis of actual
or perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. Youth have the right to be placed in homes and
facilities according to their gender identity. Caregiver trainings must be culturally competent.

The CA Foster Care Non-Discrimination Act, Foster Youth: LGBT Cultural Competency (HSC§1522, §1522.41, §1529.2, and §1563; WIC §903.7, §16001.9,

?16003, and)§ 16013), & Protection from Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity in State Operated or State Funded Programs
GOV§11135,

Safety in Schools

Youth ages 12-17 can consent to mental health treatment or counseling when the attending
professional believes the youth is mature enough to participate. Care should be culturally
competent and should not utilize conversion therapy or attempts to change a minor client's
sexual orientation or gender identity.

Mental Health Services for At-Risk Youth (HSC §124260; WIC §14029.8), Protecting LGBT Youth From Psychological Abuse (BPC §865), FAM §6924, and HSC
§124260

Safety in Detention

Contact Us For Questions, Referrals,
Technical Assistance, Trainings & www.riselgbtq.org
Coaching
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